
 

 

Friends,                                                                      November 4, 2014 
 
At last week’s Council meeting we ended up holding an hour-long public hearing about 
whether to allow a bank to issue bonds for construction of a 5-turbine wind power facility in 
Berlin, NH.  The project has received widespread local support but at the meeting attracted 
some outspoken opposition from citizens in other parts of the state who oppose additional 
wind energy sites in New Hampshire.  The item ended up passing 4-1.  I voted in favor due to 
the local support, the need to invest in renewable energy options, and the need to bring 
additional and diverse power generation online in our state to mitigate rising energy costs. 
 
We also voted to approve a number of local projects – short summaries are just below, 
followed by more details on each at the bottom of this email and links to the full 
contracts/documentation there as well.  
 
Approved: 
  
IN CENTRAL NH: English proficiency and job skill social services for international refugees 

living in Concord to support self-sufficiency; repair and ownership transfer of several 

local roads from state to town ownership in Northfield, Sanbornton, Tilton and 
Chichester; and provision of retail space in Franklin to sell crafts & products 
produced by prison inmates. 
 
IN MONADNOCK CO & WESTERN NH: An upcoming hearing on proposed improvements on 
NH Rt 123A in Acworth, to solicit local input; and extending the deadline for final design and 
reconstruction/widening a 2.7 mile stretch of NH 12 in Walpole & Charlestown, to late 2015. 
 
IN STRAFFORD CO: Extension of the deadline for final design and widening of the 
Spaulding turnpike in Newington & Dover to June 30, 2015; and homeless prevention 
programs in Strafford County via the Community Action Program.  
 
STATEWIDE PROJECTS: An interstate bridge agreement with Maine to rebuild and expand 
the Sarah Mildred Long Bridge in Portsmouth for $74 million of the $173 million price; and 
bond authorization for 5 wind turbines in Berlin. 
 
APPOINTMENTS: The Council received the resignation of the Commissioner of 
Transportation, Chris Clement, who is taking a new job with UNH.  Other nominations and 
confirmations below. 
 
Our next meeting is Wednesday, November 12th in Concord. As always, I welcome any 
feedback or questions you have. 
 

Sincerely, 
Colin 
Executive Councilor, District 2 
 
FULL 10/29 AGENDA 
(or follow the links below for documentation of each item) 
 
FULL INFORMATION 
 
 
IN CENTRAL NH 

http://sos.nh.gov/GC2.aspx


 

 

#7 Authorized to enter into an agreement with the Organization for Refugee and 

Immigrant Success, Manchester, to provide social services that lead directly to self-

sufficiency for refugees in an amount not to exceed $30,000. Effective upon G&C 
approval through September 30, 2016. 100% Federal Funds.  

#25 Authorized the Bureau of Planning and Community Assistance to enter into 

agreement with the Towns of Sanbornton, Northfield, Tilton and Chichester under the 

State Aid Highway Program through a local project administration process to 
reconstruct and reclassify Lower Bay Road in Sanbornton, Sandogardy Pond Road in 
Northfield, Calef Hill Road in Tilton, and Canterbury Road in Chichester. (2 ) Further 

Authorized to increase the state share of the project costs from $66.67% to 80%, 
increasing the state share from $4,833,575 to $5,800,000, an increase of $966,425. 

Effective upon G&C approval. 100% Highway Funds.  

#36 Authorized a retroactive contract renewal option with Grevior Funiture Inc., 

Franklin, NH, (originally approved by G&C on 6-20-12, item #143), for the provision 
of retail store space, sales staff, potential advertising, and transit services for inmate 

made crafts/products. Effective upon G&C approval through June 30, 2016.  

 
IN MONADNOCK AND WESTERN NH 

#D. Authorized the Bureau of Right of Ways Petition for a hearing on the proposed 

improvements to NH Route 123A in the Town of Acworth, NH. A Commission should 
be appointed to hold a hearing, and, if the necessity is found, to layout the new 

highway at this location, with a suggested budget of 1,160.  

#B. Authorized the Bureau of Highway Design to amend an agreement with Jacobs 

Engineering Group Inc., Bedford, NH, (originally approved by G&C on 8-10-11, item 
#135), for the final design for the reconstruction and widening a 2.7 mile section of 

NH 12 in the Towns of Walpole and Charlestown, by extending the completion date 
from December 31, 2014 to December 31, 2015. No Additional Funding.  

 
IN STRAFFORD COUNTY 

#A. Authorized the Bureau of Highway Design to amend an agreement with Vanasse 

Hangen Brustlin, Inc., Bedford, NH, and Watertown, MA, (originally approved by G&C 
on 12-18-08, item #77), for the final design for the widening of the Spaulding 
Turnpike in the Town of Newington and City of Dover, by extending the completion 

date from December 31, 2014 to June 30, 2015. No Additional Funding.  

#10 Authorized to enter into an agreement with Community Action Program of 

Strafford County, Dover, NH, to provide Homelessness Prevention and Rapid 
Rehousing services to homeless individuals and individuals in danger of becoming 

homeless in Rockingham and Strafford Counties, in an amount not to exceed 

http://sos.nh.gov/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=8589941323
http://sos.nh.gov/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=8589941342
http://sos.nh.gov/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=8589941356
http://sos.nh.gov/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=8589941319
http://sos.nh.gov/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=8589941321
http://sos.nh.gov/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=8589941320
http://sos.nh.gov/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=8589941326


 

 

$249,822. Effective upon G&C approval through June 30, 2016. 100% Federal 
Funds.  

 
STATEWIDE:  
 

#6   Authorized to hold a Public Hearing with respect to the financing of five (5) 2.85 

mega-watt utility grade wind turbines by the Business Finance Authority for Jericho 
Power LLC in Berlin, New Hampshire.  Action will authorize a Resolution under RSA 
162-I:9 to determine the financing will serve a public use, provide public benefit and 

is within the policy and authority of the Act.   
 

#28A Authorized the Bureau of Bridge Design to enter into an Interstate Bridge 

Agreement with the State of Maine to allow the Department of reimburse Maine for 

half of the costs totaling $173,000,000 associated with the replacement of the Sarah 
Mildred Long Bridge carrying US 1 Bypass over the Piscataqua River between 
Portsmouth, NH and Kittery, ME. Effective upon G&C approval through construction, 

inspection, and final acceptance of the complete project. (50% NH, 50% ME).  
 
 
#43 Authorized to acquire fee title to 65 +/- acres in Springfield, NH from the Law 

Office of Mark R. Dunn on behalf of Hollister and David Petraeus and William A. and 

Sandra S. Knowlton, in the amount of $149,000. Effective upon G&C approval 
through February 27, 2015. 100% Federal Funds. 
 

 
5. DETAIL: APPOINTMENTS AND NOMINATIONS 
( * = District 2 Resident) 
 
New Nominations by Governor Hassan: 

 

Community Development Finance Authority 

Mary Ann Kristiansen, Roxbury, NH* 

Director of Historical Resources at the Department of Cultural Resources 

Elizabeth H. Muzzey, Concord, NH* 

Board of Licensed Dietitians 

Rebecca L. Dunn, Nelson, NH* 

Enhanced 911 Commission 

Derek J. Martel, Concord, NH* 

Board of Mental Health Practice 

Diane L. Vaccarello, Bedford, NH 

New Motor Vehicle Arbitration Board 

Debra A. Page, Rye, NH 

Real Estate Commission 

Calley Milne, Manchester, NH 

Site Selection Committee 

Brian J. Hotz, Warner, NH* 

Director of Policy and Administration at the Department of Transportation 

Frances E. Buczynski, Franklin, NH* 

http://sos.nh.gov/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=8589941322
http://sos.nh.gov/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=8589941322
http://sos.nh.gov/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=8589941346
http://sos.nh.gov/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=8589941363


 

 

Director of Finance at the Department of Transportation 

Marie A. Mullen, Bow, NH 

 
Confirmed by the Council: 

Authorized the confirmation of Barry W. Groton, Charlestown, NH, to the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel, NH Army National Guard.  

Director of the Division of Personnel at the Department of Administrative Services 
Sara J. Willingham, Concord, NH* 
Appellate Board 
Susan Ender, Rye, NH 
Angela T. Finney, Concord, NH* 
James E. Townsend, Manchester, NH 
Board of Architects 
David Udelsman, Hollis, NH 
State Council on the Arts 
Sara W. Germain, Dublin, NH * 
Mary W. McLaughlin, Bedford, NH 
Elizabeth A. Morgan, Amherst, NH 
Assistant Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Services 
Vicki V. Quiram, Bedford, NH 
Joint Promotional Program Screening  
Molly Mahar, North Woodstock, NH 
David Redfearn, Madbury, NH * 
Real Estate Appraisers Board 
Lee F. Carroll, Gorham, NH 
State Coordinating Council for Community Transportation 
Michael Whitten, Manchester, NH 
 
###  


